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Synopsis

In The Unseen Realm, Dr. Michael Heiser examines the ancient context of Scripture, explaining how
its supernatural worldview can help us grow in our understanding of God. He illuminates intriguing
and amazing passages of the Bible that have been hiding in plain sight. You'll find yourself engaged
in an enthusiastic pursuit of the truth, resulting in a new appreciation for God’s Word.A  Why wasn't
Eve surprised when the serpent spoke to her? How did descendants of the Nephilim survive the
flood? Why did Jacob fuse Yahweh and his Angel together in his prayer? Who are the assembly of
divine beings that God presides over? In what way do those beings participate in God’s decisions?
Why do Peter and Jude promote belief in imprisoned spirits? Why does Paul describe evil spirits in
terms of geographical rulership? Who are the & ceglorious onesa ¢ that even angels dare not
rebuke?A After reading this book, you may never read your Bible the same way again.A a ceThere
is a world referred to in the Scripture that is quite unseen, but also quite present and active. Michael
Heiser's The Unseen Realm seeks to unmask this world. Heiser shows how important it is to
understand this world and appreciate how its contribution helps to make sense of Scripture. The
book is clear and well done, treating many ideas and themes that often go unseen themselves. With
this book, such themes will no longer be neglected, so read it and discover a new realm for
reflection about what Scripture teaches.a «a *Darrell L. Bock, Executive Director for Cultural
Engagement, Senior Research Professor of New Testament Studies, Howard G. Hendricks Center
for Christian Leadership and Cultural EngagementA & ced “How was it possible that | had never
seen that before?’ Dr. Heiser’s survey of the complex reality of the supernatural world as the
Scriptures portray it covers a subject that is strangely sidestepped. No one is going to agree with
everything in his book, but the subject deserves careful study, and so does this book.a «a «John
Goldingay, David Allan Hubbard Professor of Old Testament, School of Theology, Fuller Theological
Seminary (2015-08-13)
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Customer Reviews

| finished reading Unseen Realm last night. It was an intriguing book and it was refreshing to read a
point of view striving to stay close to the Hebrew and Greek contextual witness as well as the
Ancient Near East understanding of & cespiritual thingsa  without bias to previous & cesystematic
theologiesa «.Heiser does a great job connecting the dots in support of his thesis. | especially
appreciate his insight as to the WHY of Goda ™s harsh command to annihilate the seven Canaanite
nations (cf Deut 20:16-18, Joshua 6:21, 1 Sam 15:2-3, etc). | always wondered why God would
command that babies and animals be annihilated (what the heck did they do??), but the answer he
proposes makes sense in light of the biblical cosmology he presents.| also appreciate Heisera ™s
ability to connect the dots regarding the biunity of YHWH and the Malak YHWH (Angel of the Lord)
in Tanakh (aka: Old Testament). Being a Jewish believer myself (and one who engages frequently
in messianic apologetics), Dr. Heiser has a good command of the textual and contextual
understanding.However, the book in many ways leaves me with more questions than answers. If
Heisera ™s thesis is correct, then it introduces many more mysteries heretofore unexplored by the
general evangelical mainstream.Below are some of the questions that | found myself asking as |
was reading through the book. (I would love it if someone else would weigh in here):1) Did Satan fall
BEFORE he tempted Eve in the garden (as we are accustomed to thinking) or was his fall
CONCURRENT with his seduction of Eve (in Gen 3)? Note: We dond ™t see Satan & cecurseda °
until Gen. 3:14-15.

Michael Heiser’'s "The Unseen Realm" has been a long time coming. In many ways, Heiser was the
one who introduced me to study of the Old Testament in the first place. | remember listening intently
to his lectures on the divine council and reading with amazement his articles on the "Angel of
Yahweh" or the "Word of Yahweh" in the Old Testament. He showed how to find Christ in the Old
Testament, and how to discover how God’s war with Satan is not an NT innovation, but is rooted all
the way back in the book of Genesis. This book represents Heiser’s biblical-theological
development in its maturity, and | heartily recommend it. | truly want to give it five stars: because the
insights are definitely worth five stars- but Heiser says enough things | find problematic that I'm

giving this four.Before evaluating, I'll briefly summarize the thesis of the book. The thesis of "The



Unseen World" is that the divine council forms one of, if not the major thread uniting biblical
theology. God’s council in the Old Testament is a host of created divine beings (like angels)
surrounding God. Some of these beings went bad, and they sinned with human women in Genesis
6:1-4. After the fall of humanity at the Tower of Babel, God divided mankind and turned them over to
the jurisdiction of these fallen divine beings. Because Deuteronomy 32:8-9 says this explicitly,
Heiser calls this the "Deuteronomy 32 worldview." Immediately after Babel, however, God called
Abram to bless all the families of the earth and stitch humanity back together. Psalm 82 calls the

a cegodsa « to account, and declares that God would judge them, they would & cedie like mené « and

He would & ceinherit all the nations.

In Dr Michael Heiser’s book "The Unseen Realm" He takes you to a place very few have: The
ancient Semitic worldview.Not merely a grammar or a text book on archaeological discovery, but a
genuine look into the mind of an ancient Semite.For someone like me that is significant, let me
explain why,As someone that studied their Bible when | was younger | had questions that no one
could answer for me, and it was frustrating!l remember reading reading 2 Samuel 1:18, because |
loved reading about young David, it reminded me of Robin Hood! realizing that | wanted to read the
rest of the story | turned to the table of contents to find the book of Jasher, as | was instructed by the
Bible to do.l couldn’t find it! The table of contents had to be wrong, it said right there to read it!l
turned and looked for it between the books, maybe they missed it during printing. Nothing.| asked
my mother about it, and she said it was not inspired, so we couldn’t read it. What?! | thought she
must be crazy, because the Bible isn’t going to tell me to read something I'm not supposed tol!lf that
wasn’t bad enough | found it in the book of Joshua as well!lWhat the hey!l started finding more weird
things in the Bible; for example it talks about angels doing odd things in the book of Jude and
imprisoned spirits under the desert. What was going on, and why were there no good references to
these things?No one wanted to talk about this stuff, | kept asking, no one was answering.Sure |
would get pat answers, but they were merely deflection, because either they didn’t know or didn’t

want me to know.
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